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SYMPOSIUM TO STUDY AMERICAN INDIAN AND NON-INDIAN ETHICS 
MISSOULA—
The Practical Ethics Center at The University of Montana-Missoula will host a symposium to 
define ethics from American Indian and non-Indian perspectives.
The daylong symposium, “What Do We Mean When We Say Ethics,” will be Thursday,
Oct. 23. The goal of the symposium is to identify similarities and differences in how Indian and 
non-Indian cultures approach practicing and studying ethics, according to Patrick McCormick, 
program coordinator for the center. Participants also will consider how different Indian cultures 
treat ethics.
Symposium registrants and the public can hear three keynote speakers during the symposium. 
At 9 a.m., Iris Heavy Runner, a professor of the Native American Studies Program at UM, will 
present “What We Mean When We Say Ethics.” Wayne Stein, director of the Native American 
Studies Program at Montana State University-Bozeman, will discuss “Changing Ethics in Indian 
Country” at 1 p.m. The final speaker, Tom Cooper, a professor at Emerson College in 
Massachusetts and author of “The Time Before Deception,” will present “The Fourth Value and the 
Three Universals” at 3:40 p.m. Heavy Runner and Stein will speak at the Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel in Missoula and Cooper will speak at The University of Montana School of Law.
Registrants will take part in group discussions throughout the day. These discussions will
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include American Indian and non-Indian registrants.
People interested in participating in the symposium must register with the Practical Ethics 
Center by Friday, Oct. 10. Organizers hope to draw an equal number of American Indian and non- 
Indian participants. For registration and schedule information, call the Practical Ethics Center at 
(406) 243-5744. Registration is free.
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